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A New Social Contract?

Reshaping State and SocietyReshaping State and Society 



The ZEIT-Stiftung Ebelin und Gerd Bucerius supports the 
development of civil society. The independent charity aims to 
promote scholarship, enrich the cultural heritage, and develop 
social competencies. The activities of the foundation are 
centred on research and scholarship, art and culture as well as 
education and training. 
www.zeit-stiftung.de

Numerous countries in Eastern Europe, North Africa and the 
Middle East as well as Central Asia are experiencing increasing 
social conflicts and economic problems. In recent years mass 
protests have challenged many non-democratic regimes and 
revealed their inability to fulfil the promise of stability. Ten-
sions between democratization efforts and the persistence 
of authoritarianism generally polarize societies, deepen the 
economic crisis and frequently result in on-going violence 
accompanied by important flows of refugees and migrants.

The scholarship programme “Trajectories of Change” 
addresses historical and current transformation processes 
in the European neighbourhood. It offers stipends and field 
work grants for Ph.D. students in the humanities and social 
sciences, and supports both empirical research and projects 
centred on theoretical reflection. For 2014, applications deal-
ing with the changing relations between states and societies 
are especially welcome. Innovative research questions and 
comparative approaches are highly encouraged.

Deadline for applications: 
20 October 2014 for a scholarship or grant starting in  
February 2015

For further information please contact:
ZEIT-Stiftung Ebelin und Gerd Bucerius, Dr. Anna Hofmann 
Feldbrunnenstrasse 56, 20148 Hamburg, Germany
Email: hofmann@zeit-stiftung.de
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